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COMMUNITY // GENERAL  

1.1 Long Beach Island  

Long Beach Island (LBI) is a barrier island located off the coast of southern New Jersey in 
Ocean County, the fifth fastest growing county in New Jersey. Prior to Hurricane Sandy, Ocean 
County was the fastest growing county in the state.  LBI is only about a quarter of a mile wide 
on average and 18 miles long.  It lies about 5 miles to the east of the mainland aka Manahawkin 
(see Figure 1). 

 

 

Figure 1 Map of Long Beach Island  

Source:  The Regional Directory, 2006-2007,  
Official Guidebook of the Southern Ocean County Chamber of Commerce(1)  
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LBI has a unique, rich, and proud history. LBI contains multiple, active, year-round communities.              
In addition, LBI is a popular summer beach resort with many vacation homes for the residents of                 
New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and New Jersey. 
 
There are about 7,500 year-round residents on LBI, but the Island’s population increases to              
roughly 150,000 in the summer. The LBI communities furnish vital services to residents and              
their visitors which include those rendered by their beach patrols, police departments, the             
United States Coast Guard (Station Barnegat Light), volunteer fire companies, and volunteer            
first aid squads. 
 
The LBI School District is a consolidated district that provides elementary education,            
pre-kindergarten (Pre-K3 and Pre-K4 are offered) through sixth grade, to the children of five of               
the six municipalities on the Island. The five municipalities which comprise the LBI             
Consolidated School District are the Borough of Barnegat Light, the Borough of Harvey Cedars,              
Long Beach Township (which consists of 17 different sections), the Borough of Ship Bottom,              
and the Borough of Surf City. Geographically, the LBI Consolidated School District covers             
about 6.91 square miles which is approximately 87% of the total area of LBI. 

 
The sixth municipality on LBI, the Borough of Beach Haven covering about 1 square mile, is a                 
separate school district maintaining its own elementary school. Therefore, the Borough of            
Beach Haven is not discussed in detail in this report. There are approximately 67 students who                
attend Beach Haven school. 

 
The five communities comprising the LBI Consolidated School District have a combined total             
year-round population of about 6,300 as of 2018. About 6% of the population is under 19 years                 
of age, and the median age of LBI’s year-round population was 65.7 years of age as of the 2018                   
census update.  

 
There are a total of 15,947 housing units in the LBI Consolidated School District with               
approximately 3,229 units occupied year round. The average household size is approximately            
two people. There are just over 6,000 registered voters in the district, and there is a population                 
density of 1,693 inhabitants per square mile. The average median household income for the              
district towns in 2018 was $88,622.60, and the average value of an owner-occupied home was               
$788,460 (Table 2 and Table 3). The average local school tax rate for the five municipalities is                 
one-fifth of the average regional school tax rate (Table 1). 
 

1.2 Small Town Communities 

Each of the five municipalities has unique characteristics and its own government.  
Some maintain cost-sharing agreements for municipal services. 
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1.3 Barnegat Light 

Barnegat Light is the northernmost municipality on LBI and is surrounded by water on three               
sides: Barnegat Bay to the west, Barnegat Inlet to the north and the Atlantic Ocean to the east.                  
The borough encompasses a total area of 0.86 square miles, with 0.72 square miles of land and                 
0.14 square miles of water. It is a resort community and is home to the Barnegat Lighthouse                 
State Park; Historic Viking Village and the local commercial-fishing fleet, and the U.S. Coast              
Guard, Station Barnegat Light. 

As of the 2010 census, the borough’s total population was 574 (a 24.87% decline since the                
2000 census), with a median age of 60.3, and it was predominantly white (561), with               
Black/African-American and Hispanic/Latino also represented. There were 527 registered         
voters: 325 Republican, 118 Non-Partisan, 83 Democrat and 1 Green. There were 1,282 total              
housing units, 274 occupied and 1,008 vacant (a mix of seasonally occupied homes, seasonal              
rentals, homes for sale, etc.).  

During the period of 1/1/19-2/27/20, construction commenced or was approved for a total of 15               
new single-family homes in the borough.  

According to Zillow, the median home value in Barnegat Light is currently $757,147, a 2.8%               
decline compared to the previous year, and it is expected to decline another 0.9% over the next                 
year.  

Annual events hosted by the borough are: the Blessing of the Fleet in June, parades for                
Memorial Day and the Fourth of July, an Easter Egg hunt, a summertime sandcastle-building              
contest, free summer concerts, and a visit from Santa Claus on Thanksgiving weekend             
(courtesy of the U.S. Coast Guard, the Barnegat Light First Aid Squad and the Barnegat Light                
Vol. Fire Dept.). 

Barnegat Lighthouse State Park attracts a wide variety of birds, including the endangered             
Atlantic Coast piping plover, and the borough has facilitated the creation of a 42-acre habitat for                
the piping plover on land adjacent to the park. Work began on the project in 2019 and is being                   
supervised by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in cooperation with N.J. Division of Fish &                
Wildlife/Endangered and Nongame Species Program, Rutgers University and the Conserve          
Wildlife Foundation of N.J. The project is financed by federal and state funding. 

Barnegat Light shares some services with other Island towns. It is patrolled by Long Beach               
Township Police, uses the Township’s Municipal Court, and contributes $10,000 annually           
toward the operation of the LBI Shuttle (a shared-service agreement with the Township). It              
shares a construction officer and building inspector with Surf City and Beach Haven and has an                
interlocal agreement with other towns for plumbing and electrical inspections. 
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1.4 Borough of Harvey Cedars 

The Borough of Harvey Cedars was founded in 1894 and is a recreation-oriented community.              
Community landmarks include the Harvey Cedars Bible Conference, one of the original resort             
hotels on the island, and the Harvey Cedars Fishing Club, whose building is one of the island’s                 
original U.S. Life Saving Stations. The name of the town is believed to be a derivative of                 
Harvest Cedars. The area had a huge stand of cedar trees and was known for its salthay                 
harvesting industries.(2) 

Harvey Cedars is known for its many unique events, including Kids Night, Catboat Race, Blue               
Claw Crab Race, Dog Day Road Race, Striper Shootout/Fish Fry, the Surf Fishing contest, and               
Art and Crafts shows. Other recreational events include lacrosse, soccer camps and the Junior              
Lifeguard in Training Program. Free summer concerts are held weekly in Sunset Park on the               
bay.  The concerts highlight the family-oriented flavor of the borough. 

1.5 Long Beach Township 

Long Beach Township took the name of Long Beach from the island and is a family-oriented                
township that was founded in 1899, and incorporated in 1936. It is the largest municipality of                
the island and has the most miles of beaches of any town located therein. The township is                 
noncontiguous and is comprised of 15 different sections.(2) From north to south, these sections              
include High Bar Harbor, Loveladies, North Beach, Brant Beach, Beach Haven Crest, Brighton             
Beach, Peahala Park, Beach Haven Park, Haven Beach, The Dunes, Beach Haven Terrace,             
Beach Haven Gardens, Spray Beach, North Beach Haven; and Holgate. The township is             
composed of a total area of 22.03 sq Miles of which 5.44 is land. 

In addition to its beaches, Long Beach Township offers other recreational areas. These include              
Bay View Park, which is the home of a protected bay beach, available water sport resources,                
basketball and pickle-ball courts as well as public restroom facilities.Also located in the township              
is the St. Francis Center, which offers a variety of programs for residents and vacationers. The                
St Francis Center and its indoor swimming facility are used for swimming and recreational              
activities offered by the LBICSD. There are also tennis courts located in North Beach and the                
Acme Market complex with adjacent restroom facilities 

1.6 Borough of Surf City 

Surf City is a centrally located borough on Long Beach Island that is enjoyed by residents and                 
visitors alike. The borough borders the Ocean County municipalities of Long Beach Township,             
Ship Bottom, and Stafford Township, and encompasses a total area of 0.97 square miles,              
including 0.745 square miles of land and 0.172 square miles of water.  

According to the 2018 census reporter, the borough’s total population was 1,292 people (a              
decline of about 16% from the last census), with 360 families and 606 households in total. The                 
racial makeup of the borough is predominantly White (98.9%) with the median household             
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income at $84,167, with 6.4% of the total population living below the poverty line. Furthermore,               
as of the 2010 census, 42% of the 1,030 registered voters in the borough were registered as                 
Republicans with 16.1% as Democrats, and 41.5% as Unaffiliated 

In addition, the census reporter states the borough has a total of 2,438 housing units with 83%                 
of those units occupied by owners. The median home value of units is $702,100, which is more                 
than 1.5x the amount in the New York, Newark, Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA Metro Area: $426,100;               
and more than double the amount in the State of New Jersey $327,900.  

As written in the 2008 Community Report, businesses in Surf City are only permitted on Long                
Beach Boulevard, which has given the borough a family-oriented commercial district that is             
concentrated down a long stretch of the island's main road. The borough is known for the                
following key spots: Bay Beach Area, Downtown Shopping Area, Yacht Club, and Boat Access,              
Zachariae Recreation Area. 

Surf City shares some community services with other island municipalities including The            
Building Department, Fire & EMS Services, Tax Collection, and Seasonal Bus service. 

1.7 Borough of Ship Bottom 

The Borough of Ship Bottom is the “Gateway to LBI” and is home to the district’s LBI School.                  
The borough was established in 1817. In May of 1925, the residents of what was then known                 
as Ship Bottom, Beach Arlington, Bonnie Beach, Bonnet Beach or Edgewater Beach decided by              
a referendum to organize themselves into a borough, to be known as the Borough of Ship                
Bottom- Beach Arlington. In 1947, the name was changed and formally became the “Borough              
of Ship Bottom”. Ship Bottom is home to a variety of year-round and seasonal businesses               
including but not limited to restaurants, boutiques, energy companies, construction companies,           
real estate companies, etc. The borough has plans to build a new municipal building and water                
plant over the next two to three years.  

In addition to its beaches, the borough offers a popular summer concert series at its waterfront                
park, a memorial by the Bay Car Show during the summer, the Ship Bottom Irish Festival on the                  
weekend after Labor Day, and the southern Ocean County’s annual Christmas parade on the              
first Saturday in December. 

1.8 Recreation 

LBI provides a variety of activities for locals and vacationers alike, in addition to giving students                
learning opportunities outside of a traditional classroom setting. Places such as the Long Beach              
Island Foundation allow individuals to take a myriad of classes ranging in a variety of mediums,                
and our local community center, the St. Francis Center, provides organized recreational            
activities for those on and around our barrier island. Pickleball is a new activity recently               
introduced to our local community that has taken off by a storm, and the island has                
accommodated this interest by creating new courts around the island. Also, Barnegat Light has              
a new skateboard park and mini-golf course that have taken riders and families for a whole new                 
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ride. Aside from these more modern crazes, Long Beach Island continues to offer water-related              
activities such as paddle boarding, surfing, swimming, boating, and fishing, along with traditional             
land sports consisting of tennis, bicycling, basketball, baseball, football, soccer, and volleyball.  
 

1.9  Public Transportation 
 
Public transportation is available on Long Beach Island from May-October only. The LBI             
Shuttle, a seasonal, Island-wide bus service operated by Long Beach Township in cooperation             
with the LBI Chamber of Commerce, runs from early May through early October, with weekend               
service during the shoulder seasons and daily service from mid-June through Labor Day.             
(Through shared-service agreements with the Township, the other five Island municipalities pay            
$10,000 each to fund the shuttle.) In 2018, in an effort to help bring mainland workers to jobs on                   
the Island, shuttle service was expanded to include a mainland route, which makes one stop in                
Manahawkin and two on the Island. Passage on the shuttle was free of charge from 2013-2017,                
but fares were enacted in 2018 and range from $2-$5. (Season passes are available.)  
 
The Southern Ocean Chamber of Commerce, in cooperation with the boroughs of Beach Haven              
and Tuckerton, operates the LBI Ferry, a water ferry connecting Beach Haven to the Tuckerton               
Seaport, on a limited schedule (typically Saturday-Monday) from July 4-Labor Day weekend,            
with additional service Chowderfest weekend. Passage is free, but reservations are           
recommended because of limited seating. Reservations cost $5 (one way). 
  
As of this writing, Beach Haven has just announced a free summer trolley service that will                
operate a set route throughout the borough (only) and will be mostly underwritten by borough               
businesses. The town hopes to begin the service this summer and plans to operate it through                
Chowderfest.  
 
NJ Transit serves Ocean County with a bus station in Toms River and a train station in Point                  
Pleasant Beach, but there is no public transportation from the Island to those stations. The               
nearest NJ Transit access point is a bus stop on Route 9 in Manahawkin, where Bus 559 stops                  
en route to/from Toms River. 

1.10 Off Season Homeowner Concerns 

LBI is unique. While there is a population of year-round residents, the majority of property               
owners do not reside full time on the island and, instead, use their properties as second homes                 
or as investment properties. Many of these property owners are not familiar with the school or                
its challenges, and most do not vote locally because their primary residences are elsewhere.              
However, these property owners are not necessarily apathetic, and they are concerned about             
the issues that affect LBI, and how such issues affect their way of life, the economy, and their                  
properties as investments.  Taxes are certainly a concern for these property owners.  
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2 LOCAL ECONOMY // INDUSTRY // TECHNOLOGY 

2.1 Economic Environment 
 
The economic environment on the island is based on the commercial fishing, tourism, and 
housing industries. As a seasonal resort area, the overall population goes from approximately 
7,500 in the winter months to approximately 150,000 during the summer season.  This seasonal 
transformation affects many of the families in our school district as their businesses or jobs are 
geared toward the summer population. 

With new wealthier clientele having second homes on the Island, there have been more              
opportunities for new businesses providing services geared toward them. Existing businesses           
have also had the opportunity to expand their services. More services used by this clientele,               
such as Uber and Lyft, have also made their way onto the Island. This combined with the                 
traditional summer season being stretched out with new festivals (see section 4.10 - Arts and               
Culture) has allowed the busy season to start earlier for many and end later.  

2.2 Local Industry Sectors 

The Island and Mainland communities’ top industry sectors are Accommodations/Food, Retail           
Trade, Local Government, Health/Social, Real Estate and Construction (Table 1 & 2). While the              
local commercial fishing industry is very profitable from a Gross Domestic Product perspective it              
does not have the quantity of jobs compared to the other local industries.  
 
The aftermath of Superstorm Sandy created a boom for local construction and real estate              
industries. Meridian’s Southern Ocean Medical Center and far-reaching network along with the            
AtlantiCare and Rothman Institute facilities have created a variety of jobs within the local              
Health/Social sector. The Island is made up of six separate municipalities, each one requiring a               
range of employment opportunities within the local gov’t sector - including but not limited to; law                
enforcement, administration, waste management, finance, etc. 
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Table 1 // Island Industry Sectors  

 

Source : State of New Jersey, Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Annual Municipal Data by Sector, June 2018                   
- Ocean County : Barnegat Light, Harvey Cedars, Long Beach Township, Surf City, and Ship Bottom 
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Table 2 // Stafford & Ocean Township (Waretown) Industry Sectors  

 

Source : State of New Jersey, Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Annual Municipal Data by Sector, June 2018                   
- Ocean County : Stafford Township, Ocean Township 

 

2.3 Technology / Workforce Automation   

The pace of change in the workforce is accelerating, and to keep pace, schools, or whatever                
learning system replaces them, must mirror that change. This will make learning consistently             
relevant and cutting edge. It will also allow students to gain experience in their learning               
environment that helps them adapt quickly to constantly evolving workplaces.(f) 

Activities that are likely to be automated earlier include predictable physical activities, especially             
prevalent in manufacturing and retail trade, as well as collecting and processing data, which are               
activities that exist across the entire spectrum of sectors, skills and wages.(a)   
 
6th graders today will enter the workforce in 2030. Data and statistics on job loss to automation                 
show that the early 2020s will not carry with them a high increase in job automation. This trend                  
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will skyrocket, however, toward the second part of the decade. Researchers say the risk will rise                
to 20% by 2030.(a)   

Individuals will increasingly need to take the initiative to reinvent themselves and prepare for the 
likelihood of multiple careers—if career is even a relevant term going forward.  
 

WORKFORCE ENDURANCE IN THE AGE OF AGILITY:(d) 
 
OLD MODEL:  
A single specialized skill or degree once led to  
enduring value and longevity in the workforce. 
 
NEW MODEL:  
Continuous waves of learning and skills upgrades creates adaptability  
to changing conditions, increasing value and longevity in the workforce 
 
“Finally, automation will create an opportunity for those in work to make use of the innate human 
skills that machines have the hardest time replicating: logical thinking and problem solving, 
social and emotional capabilities, providing expertise, coaching and developing others, and 
creativity. For now, the world of work still expects men and women to undertake rote tasks that 
do not stretch these innate capabilities as far as they could. As machines take on ever more of 
the predictable activities of the workday, these skills will be at a premium. Automation could 
make us all more human.”(a)  

 

Ultimately, k-12 schools need to prepare students to be agile and to adopt a lifelong learning 
mindset. The Institute for Future Work has identified the most in-demand skills by employers, 
anticipating the looming automation and artificial Intelligence wave. “For example; as mentioned 
above, “soft-skills” like empathy and emotional intelligence will always be in demand, because 
machines can’t replicate them, at least so far.”(f)  
 
Sense-making : the ability to determine the deeper meaning of what is being expressed 
“Students who experience positive interactions with students of different racial backgrounds 
(develop) more open minds and engaging classroom conversations. And improved learning 
actually occurs in these classrooms because abstract concepts are tied directly to concrete 
examples drawn from a range of experiences,” - Michigan Journal of Race and Law(i)  
 
Novel and adaptive thinking : “Students’ exposure to other students who are different from 
themselves and the novel ideas and challenges that such exposure brings leads to improved 
cognitive skills, including critical thinking and problem-solving” - Century Foundation report(f) 
 
Cross-cultural competence : “Diversity encourages students to question their assumptions, to 
understand that wisdom may be found in unexpected voices, and to gain an appreciation of the 
complexity of today’s world” (g)  
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Design mindset : the ability to represent and develop tasks and work processes for desired 
outcomes “Diversity enhances creativity. It encourages the search for novel information and 
perspectives, leading to better decision-making and problem solving”(k)  
 
Cognitive load management : the ability to discriminate certain information for importance(j)  
 

(a)  Source : Mckinsey Global Institute, A Future That Works:Automation, Employment, And Productivity,  

January 2017, Executive Summary 

(b)  Source : For A Discussion Of Skill-biased And Unskill-biased Technical Change See David H. Autor, Frank Levy, And Richard J. Murnane, “The Skill Content Of Recent Technological Change: 

An Empirical Explanation,” Quarterly Journal Of Economics, November 2003, And Daron Acemoglu And David H. Autor, ”Skills, Tasks, And Technologies: Implications For Employment And 

Earnings,” In Handbook Of Labor Economics, Volume 4b, David Card And Orley Ashenfelter, Eds., Elsevier, 2011. 

(c)  Source : David H. Autor, “Why Are There Still So Many Jobs? The History And Future Of Workplace Automation, 

” Journal Of Economic Perspectives, Volume 29, Nu2015mber 3, 

(d) Source : Edweek.Org, September 25, 2018, Jobs At All Levels Now Require Digital Literacy. Here's Proof. By Benjamin Herold 

(e) Source : Published In Print: September 26, 2018, As What Digital Skills Are Needed For These 4 Jobs? Vol. 38, Issue 06, Pages S12, S13, S1 

(f) Source : Age of Agility - Education Pathways For the Future of Work Report by America Succeeds, ©2017 

(g) Antonio, A. L., Chang, M. J., Hakuta, K., Kenny, D. A., Levin, S., & Milem, J. F. (2004). Effects of racial diversity on complex thinking in college students. Psychological Science, 15(8). Retrieved 

from http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ j.0956-7976.2004.00710. 

(h) Brief of Brown University, University of Chicago, Columbia University, Cornell University, Dartmouth College, Duke University, Johns Hopkins University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

University of Pennsylvania, Princeton University, Stanford University, Vanderbilt University and Yale University in Support of Respondents in Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin. (2015, 

November 2). Retrieved from http://www.scotusblog.com/wp-co 

(i) Deo, M. E. (2011). The Promise of Grutter: Diverse interactions at the University of Michigan Law School. Michigan Journal of Race and Law, 17(1). Retrieved from http://repository. 

law.umich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1020&context=mjrl  

(j) Deo, M. E. (2011). The promise of Grutter: Diverse interactions at the University of Michigan Law School. Michigan Journal of Race and Law,  

(k) Phillips, K. W. (2014, October 1). How diversity makes us smarter. Retrieved from https://wwwamerican.com/ article/how-diversity-makes-us-smarter/ 17(1). Retrieved from http://repository. 

law.umich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1020&context=mjrl  

 

3 LOCAL TAX RATES // DEMOGRAPHICS 

3.1 LBICSD Municipality Breakdown  
 
The LBI Consolidated School District provides educational services to students from the five             
municipalities. (Table 3) below presents the year-round population of each municipality for the             
years 2000, 2005, 2010 and 2018. Over the last ten years, the year-round population of each                
community has stagnated. Concurrent with this stagnation is the transition of seasonal            
residences to permanent, year-round, living units. 
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Table 3 // Year 2018 Census Housing and Demographic Information 
 
Housing 

and 
Demographic 
Information 

LBI Consolidated School District Municipality Beach 
Haven 
School 
District 

Both 
School 

Districts 

Borough  
of 

Barnegat 
Light 

Borough 
of  

Harvey 
Cedars 

Long 
Beach 

Township 

Borough  
of  

Surf City 

Borough  
of  

Ship 
Bottom 

LBICSD 
Total 

Beach 
Haven 

LBI 
Total 

Housing Units(b) 
   Occupied(b) 
   Vacant(b)  
(not occupied year-round) 
  
   Owner Occupied(b) 
   Renter Occupied(b) 

1,286 
237 

1,049 
 

 
205 

32 

1,237 
236 

1,001 
 

 
232 

4 

8,912 
1693 
7218 

 
 

1540 
153 

2,438 
706 

1,915 
 

 
543 
163 

2,074 
461 

1,613 
 
 

399 
62 

15,110 
3,151 

12,142 
 

 
2,746 

405 

2,669 
544 

2,125 
 

 
2,945 

627 

17,779 
3,695 

14,267 
 
 

5,691 
1,032 

Average Household 
Size-Owner Occupied(b) 

2.04 2.11 1.8 2.02 2.03 2 2.21 2.035 

Average Household 
Size-Renter Occupied(b) 

2.11 2.30 2.1 2.12 2.28 2.81 2.06 2.161 

Registered Voters(a) 629 415 3009 1,072 976 5,992 966 6,958 

Area in Square Miles(b) 0.80 0.60 5.40 0.70 0.71 7.8 1.00 8.81 

Population Density(c) 506.7 802.2 559.2 1,735.8 1,354.8 991.74 1,114 1,012 

LBI = Long Beach Island, Ocean County, New Jersey 
(a)Source : Ocean County Board of Elections, Number of Registered Voters and Ballots Cast,  
Nov. 5, 2019, General Elections 
(b)Source : U.S. Census Data, ACS 2018 5-year 
(c)people per square mile 
 
 
 
Table 4 // Tax Rates per Municipality within LBICSD 
 

LBI  
Consolidated School 
District Municipality 

Tax Levy:  Amount ($) per $100 Assessed Property Valuation 

Local School 
Tax(a) 

Regional 
School 
Tax(a) 

County 
Tax(a) 

Property 
Tax(b) 

 

General 
Tax(a) 

Borough of  
Barnegat Light 

$0.047 $0.186 $0.350 $6,744 $0.870 

Borough of 
Harvey Cedars 

$0.046 $0.213 $0.341 $9,620 $0.916 
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Borough of  
Ship Bottom 

$0.048 $0.240 $0.363 $6,767 $1.508 

Borough of  
Surf City 

$0.044 $0.206 $0.333 $7,131 $0.871 

Long Beach  
Township 

$0.051 $0.264 $0.379 $9,146 $1.003 

Overall Average $0.05 $0.22 $0.35 $7,881.60 $1.03 
LBI = Long Beach Island, Ocean County, New Jersey. 
(a)Source: Ocean County Departments of Public Information and Information Technology,  
2019 Breakdown of General Tax Rate 
(b)Source: 2019 Asbury Park Press, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 

 
 
Table 5 // Year 2018 Census Demographic Information 
 

 
 
 
 

Demographics 

LBI Consolidated School District Municipality(b) Beach 
Haven 
School 

District(b) 

Both 
School 

Districts 

Borough 
of 

Barnegat  
Light 

Borough 
of 

Harvey 
Cedars 

Long 
Beach 

Township 

Borough  
of 

Surf City 

Borough 
of 

Ship 
Bottom 

LBICSD 
Total 

Beach 
Haven 

LBI 
Total 

Race 
   White 
   Hispanic or Latino 
   African American 
   Other 

 
100% 

0% 
0% 
0% 

 
100% 

0% 
0% 
0% 

 
98.4% 

.5% 
0% 

1.1% 

 
97.3% 

1.3% 
0% 

1.4% 

 
80% 
20% 

0% 
0% 

 
95% 

4% 
0% 
1% 

 
94.6% 

1.8% 
1.7% 
1.9% 

 
95.05% 
3.93% 

1.7% 
1% 

Total Population 588 340 3100 1,193 1,146 6,334 1,191 7,525 

Languages(a) 

   English 
   Other 

 
100% 

0% 

 
100% 

0% 

 
100% 

0% 

 
95.4% 

4.6% 

 
92.6% 

7.4% 

 
98% 
2.4% 

 
100% 

0% 

 
99% 
2.4% 

Median Household 
Income 

$70,417 $117,654 $84,125 $84,167 $86,750 $88,621 $89,722 $89,171 

Median Value of 
Owner Occupied 
Home 

$726,200 $981,100 $890,300 $702,100 $642,600 $788,460 
 

$750,000 $782,050 

LBI = Long Beach Island, Ocean County, New Jersey 
(a) : Five years and older 
(b)Source :  U.S. Census Bureau (2018). American Community Survey 5-year estimates.  
Ocean County : Barnegat Light, Harvey Cedars, Long Beach Township, Surf City, Ship Bottom and Beach Haven. 
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4 SCHOOL ENROLLMENT // COST 
 

4.1 School Enrollment 

Over the last ten years, the year-round population of each community has stagnated, along with               
school enrollment. See, Table 6 and Table 7 

Table 6 // Population per Municipality within LBICSD 
 

LBI Consolidated School 
District Municipality 

Year 

2000(a) 2005(a) 2010(a) 2018(b) 

Borough of Barnegat Light 764 822 574 588 

Borough of Harvey Cedars 359 386 337 340 

Long Beach Township 3,329 3,461 3,051 3,067 

Borough of Ship Bottom 1,384 1,418 1,156 1,146 

Borough of Surf City 1,442 1,527 1,205 1,193 

Total 7,278 7,614 6,323 6,334 
LBI = Long Beach Island, Ocean County, New Jersey 
(a)Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census of Population and Housing, Population and Housing Unit Counts,  
CPH-2-32, New Jersey, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC, 2012 
(b)Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division Release Dates: For the United States, regions, divisions, states, 
and Puerto Rico Commonwealth, December 2018. For counties, municipios, metropolitan statistical areas, 
micropolitan statistical areas, metropolitan divisions, and combined statistical areas, April 2019. For cities and towns 
(incorporated places and minor civil divisions), May 2019. 
 
Table 7 // LBICSD School Enrollment per Municipality 
 

LBI Consolidated School 
District Municipality 

LBI Consolidated School District’s Schools 

 
Ethel Jacobsen School(a) 

 

PreK3 / PreK4    Grades K-2 

Long Beach 
Island School(b) 

 

Grades 3-6 

 

Total for Both 
Schools 

2019/2020 
School Year 

Projected 
Enrollment for 

2020/2021 
School Year 

Borough of Barnegat Light 1 / 1 3 7 12 12 

Borough of Harvey Cedars 0 / 1 4 5 10 6 

Long Beach Township 1 / 4 24 40 69 61 
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Borough of Ship Bottom 4 / 3 19 24 50 53 

Borough of Surf City 1 / 1 10 20 32 29 

Total Island Students 17 60 96 173 161 

PreKTuition /  
K-6 Choice 

6 22 18 46 34 

Total  23 103 114 219 195 

LBI = Long Beach Island, Ocean County, New Jersey 
Source:  LBI Consolidated School District, February 2020 
(a) Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, First, and Second Grades 
(b)Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Grades 

4.2 Perception of Cost 

As the LBICSD is only a K-6 district, students must be sent to the Southern Regional School                 
District for grades 7-12. Therefore, the voting public may not understand that separation of the               
LBI Consolidated School District from the Southern Regional School District and each district’s             
tax rates. It is believed that some voters may not support the LBI Consolidated School District’s                
budget based on the existing tax rate from the regional school district. 

Parents whose children attend the LBI schools and those individuals who analyze their itemized              
tax bills share the view that the LBI school system is a bargain with a low tax rate. Statistics can                    
be used to support this view point. 

The cost of a preK through Grade 6 education for the residents of LBI is among one of the                   
lowest in the state. This fact may not be well known by many residents on LBI. For the LBI                   
Consolidated School District’s schools, the per household cost per student is comparatively low.             
These costs are directly related to the number of attending students in each municipality. Table               
6 shows the LBI student population distribution among the five municipalities for the 2019-2020              
school year. 

Table 8 // LBI Student Population Distribution 
 

LBI Consolidated School 
District Municipality 

Local Schools, LBI 
Consolidated School District 

(Grades PreK through 6) 

Regional School 
District, Southern 

Regional 
(Grades 7 through 12) 

Total Number 
of Students 
Attending 

Both Districts 

Number of 
Students 

Percent (%) Number of 
Studentsa 

Percent 
(%) 

Borough of Barnegat Light 
Borough of Harvey Cedars 
Borough of Ship Bottom 
Borough of Surf City 

12 
8 
50 
32 

5.52% 
3.69% 

23.04% 
14.75% 

11.5 
9 
49 

36.5 

6.48% 
5.07% 

27.61% 
20.56% 

54.49 
37.56 

128.71 
126.70 
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Long Beach Township 
Choice 

69 
46 

31.80% 
21.20% 

71.5 40.28% 228.93 

Totals 217 100% 177.5 100% 576.5 

LBI = Long Beach Island, Ocean County, New Jersey 
a:  High school students attending vocational schools are counted as half (0.5) 
Source:  LBI Consolidated School District’s Board of Education, February 2020 

 
The cost of a pre-K through Grade 12 education for the residents of LBI is comparatively one of                  
the lowest in the state. As seen in Table 7, for a K-12 education, Shamong Township is ranked                  
#1 with the highest tax rate, and Walpack Township is ranked #566 with the lowest tax rate.                 
The five municipalities of the LBI Consolidated School District are among those with the lowest               
ranking tax rates; Barnegat Light, Harvey Cedars, Long Beach Township, Ship Bottom, and Surf              
City are ranked 525, 517, 512, 520, and 513 out of 565, respectively. The tax rates of the five                   
municipalities are also significantly less than the state average. 

4.3 New Jersey’s Rising Cost of Living 

School funding is one of the greatest issues affecting the school district both locally and on the                 
state level. The New School funding formula has left less state aid available to many school                
districts throughout the state and a heavy reliance by the state on property taxes to support                
most local school districts.For school year 2020-2021the LBICSD will be subjected to a 8.34              
reduction of state aid or a negative $64,596.00. New Jersey has the nation’s highest property               
taxes and approximately 50% of property taxes go to schools. Conversely because of the              
demographics of the Long Beach Island Consolidated School District only approximately 5% of             
the total tax levy is dedicated to local school support, The current state budget deficit has led to                  
the State looking for ways to reduce costs. Consolidation of the State’s K-6 school districts is                
one measure the State is taking to address high property taxes as well as educational equity                
and program quality amongst school districts in New Jersey.  

Taxpayers fear that given the Island’s high ratables and relatively small number of school-aged              
children, consolidation with Stafford’s K-6 district would increase the tax burden on the Island’s              
property owners. Higher taxes could lead to more residents selling their homes and leaving the               
area and less people being able to afford to buy or to maintain vacation homes on LBI.                 
Consolidation with Stafford would have distinct disadvantages to the LBI Consolidated School            
District. These concerns have helped to create stronger and more cooperative relationships            
among the parents, the school board, and the taxpayers groups. 

 

 

 

 
Long Beach Island Consolidated School District 2020 Strategic Planning State of the Community Report                       20 



Table 9 // 2019 School Tax Rate Versus Local Tax Rate  
 

 

2019 School Tax Rate Versus Local Tax Rate  
(Ranked According to Local School Tax Rate as Pct of Total Tax Bill) 

Average 
Residential 

Property  
Value 

Average  
Total 

Property 
Taxes 

Average  
School  
Taxes 

School Tax  
as 

Percentage  
of Total  

Tax Levy 

State Rank Local 
School Tax Rate  

as % of State Avg 
(1=highest taxing 

565=lowest 
taxing) 

State Average $363,119.71 $8,810.00 $4,775.00 54.2% ----- 
Shamong Township $308,482.00 $8,449.00 $6,796.00 80.4% 1 
Medford Township $326,309.00 $10,194.00 $7,355.00 72.2% 15 
Wyckoff Township $787,096.00 $14,020.00 $9,861.00 70.3% 26 
Mountain Lakes Borough $779,207.00 $20,471.00 $14,035.00 68.6% 46 
Plainsboro Township $450,782.00 $10,122.00 $6,661.00 65.8% 84 
Barnegat Township $238,904.00 $6,519.00 $3,330.00 51.1% 368 
Ocean Township (Waretown) $269,052.00 $5,460.00 $2,394.00 43.8% 457 
Stafford Township $277,902.00 $6,328.00 $2,650.00 41.9% 472 
Beach Haven Borough $826,293.00 $9,304.00 $2,942.00 31.6% 508 

Long Beach Township $940,271.00 $9,146.00 $2,741.00 30.0% 512 
Borough of Surf City $703,112.00 $7,131.00 $2,122.00 29.8% 513 
Borough of Harvey Cedars $1,027,715.00 $9,620.00 $2,795.00 29.1% 517 
Borough of Ship Bottom $638,874.00 $6,767.00 $1,923.00 28.4% 520 
Borough of Barnegat Light $788,901.00 $6,744.00 $1,851.00 27.4% 525 
Trenton City $62,810.00 $3,274.00 $632.00 19.3% 544 
Camden City $56,475.00 $1,710.00 $244.00 14.3% 552 
Deal Borough $2,381,811.00 $16,529.00 $2,220.00 13.4% 553 
Avalon Borough $1,595,081.00 $7,749.00 $550.00 7.1% 556 
Walpack Township $68,423.00 $450.00 $0.00 0.0% 565 

 
Source: Asbury Park Press, March 4, 2019; NJ Property Taxes: Schools soak up more than half of the average tax                    
bills, https://www.app.com/story/news/investigations/data/analysis/2019/03/04/nj-property-taxes-schools/3028336002/ 

5 LOCAL ENVIRONMENT // PUBLIC SAFETY 

5.1 Environment 

LBI has a coastal environment with mild winters and little snow fall, and it is a resort area in the                    
summer. There is no industrial manufacturing allowed on the island. During the winter and              
spring seasons, the island provides a habitat for migratory birds.  
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The Island’s residents and communities are environmentally responsible, and each community           
maintains its own beaches. There are several environmental organizations active on the island,             
such as the LBI Joint Environmental Commission, Alliance for a Living Ocean and Reclam the               
Bay. There are open spaces, gardens, and children’s parks in each community that have been               
set aside from development which include the Barnegat Lighthouse State Park, Bayview Park,             
Holgate (partly in the Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge), Sunset Park, and the              
Veterans Memorial Park. 

The Island is mostly fully developed, and there are very few large vacant lots available for large                 
tracts of new development. Most new development occurs as the refurbishing or replacement of              
existing housing units with single family residential units. Duplex or multiple units are permitted              
in some towns. 

Due to the prominence of climate change and related environmental concerns, many towns             
along LBI have begun to adopt more sustainable, environmentally-friendly practices. Several           
municipalities have outright banned the use of plastic bags in businesses, and more are              
expected to follow suit. Long Beach Township has a dedicated sustainability department within             
the local government and has employed a Sustainability Coordinator to help maintain and             
conserve the township’s environment. Subsequently, the Township was awarded ‘Champion of           
the Coast’ by the American Littoral Society in 2018 and has been certified at the bronze level by                  
the nonprofit organization “Sustainable Jersey” for its efforts to reduce plastic waste and other              
initiatives. 

5.2 Flooding 

As a barrier island, Long Beach Island experiences coastal weather patterns and frequent             
flooding, which can result from typical spring tides and northeasters (“nuisance flooding”) as well              
as severe weather events. The five municipalities in the District, as well as Beach Haven, are                
impacted by flooding to different degrees because the topography of the Island varies; flooding              
can make parts of Long Beach Boulevard impassable for several hours in some areas but not                
others, and it can impact secondary roads as well. The District will reroute school buses to                
secondary roads when bus stops on the Boulevard are inaccessible, and school may be              
cancelled for a “Flood Day” when the conditions warrant it. (As of this writing, the most recent                 
Flood Day was 10/11/19.) 

Some Island towns are taking long-term and short-term steps to address flooding and its effects.               
For example, Long Beach Township, Ship Bottom and Beach Haven have announced they will              
install stormwater-pumping stations. (Long Beach Township and Beach Haven have each           
bonded for three, and as of this writing, the Township is installing two. Beach Haven plans to                 
install three in 2020. Ship Bottom is currently planning one, which will be paid for and installed                 
by Ocean County; the timing is not known.) Other steps some Island towns have taken include                
replacing bulkheads (and mandating higher ones), replacing and/or upgrading pipes and tidal            
valves in sewer systems, establishing “no wake” laws for motor vehicles (mandating lower             
speed limits on local streets in flood conditions), and requiring property owners to regrade lots to                
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add elevation when undertaking new construction. Separately, Long Beach Township and           
Beach Haven have engaged the Stockton University Coastal Research Center to monitor            
flooding in those towns for one or more years, and Ship Bottom is seeking funding to create a                  
Living Shoreline at its popular bayfront park. Together, Island towns have successfully            
petitioned Ocean County to add several inches of elevation to the Boulevard when it next               
repaves that road (scheduled for 2020). 

5.3 Emergency Preparedness 

One of the biggest strengths of the agencies on LBI is how well the Emergency Services work                 
together to provide services. The fire and first aid agencies fulfill mutual aid for each other on a                  
regular basis. There is a water rescue team composed of different fire companies that will               
respond throughout LBI to assist in an emergency of that nature. This is in addition to the                 
island’s paid police departments, and the life-saving services provided by the U.S. Coast Guard,              
Station Barnegat Light and the local communities’ beach patrols. 

The 18 Mile Association is an organization of officers from every fire and EMS department on                
LBI, and their goal has been to improve communications among the departments on LBI.  

The island has the capability to broadcast emergency information on a radio station (channel              
1650AM) to residents of LBI.. This station is approved by the FCC. This is a huge asset in the                   
event of a natural disaster, especially during the summer, when the population may need              
evacuation or other emergency instructions. 

Three of the municipalities, Barnegat Light, Harvey Cedars, and Long Beach Township, have             
been designated as “Storm Ready Communities” by the US Federal Government. 

5.4 Volunteerism 

Throughout Long Beach Island, all emergency services, including Fire and EMS, are volunteer             
organizations. Well over 200 individuals continually volunteer their time to fill these critical roles              
across the island year-round. From south to north, the following agencies service the multiple              
boroughs and townships that comprise the island: 

● Beach Haven Volunteer Fire Company/Beach Haven First Aid Squad 
● Ship Bottom Volunteer Fire Company 
● Surf City Volunteer Fire Company/Surf City EMS 
● High Point (Harvey Cedars) Volunteer Fire Company 
● Barnegat Light Volunteer Fire Company/Barnegat Light EMS 

Though there are multiple volunteer organizations, due to the size of the island, agencies              
regularly collaborate in times of emergencies. Volunteer organizations benefit from a large            
community of senior or retired individuals who bring their own years of experience and expertise               
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to the island, often having served previously in other fire companies or first aid squads               
throughout the tristate area.  

The sense of a volunteer community continues to be a strong asset throughout LBI. These               
volunteer organizations regularly provide support to each township/borough’s police department          
and beach patrol in the winter and summer months. Additionally, these organizations often             
volunteer their support for events such as the annual Polar Plunge in Brant Beach, the 18 Mile                 
Run, and the myriad of surf and water sport competitions that take place throughout the year.                
As these services are not provided at cost to taxpayers, there is a significant savings created                
through the sole use of volunteer fire and EMS. Money to support these organizations is               
obtained through various fundraisers, such as Beach Haven Fire’s annual Turkey Dinner, or             
through the leasing of event spaces for community events, an additional benefit due to the lack                
of event spaces on the island. 

5.5 Mental Health 

According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness, one in five Americans is affected by mental                
health conditions. Although millions of Americans suffer from these conditions, resources are            
limited, and the stigma of discussing these issues remains.  

Additionally, suicide continues to be an issue affecting our state. According to the American              
Foundation of Suicide Prevention, on average, one person dies of suicide every eleven hours in               
the State of New Jersey. And suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death for individuals 15-24 in                  
the state, even though nationally the highest rate of suicide is among white, middle-aged males               
between 45-64 years old. 

Efforts to care for individuals with these conditions residing in our community continues to be a 
struggle. According to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA), Ocean County has only 11 mental health treatment facilities, primarily located 
further north near Toms River, NJ. The largest resource for community members being the St. 
Francis Center, which often has a wait-list to be seen for treatment, which illustrates that we as 
a community are not adequately addressing the complex challenges of mental health treatment 
on the island. 
 
State/County Resources : 
1-855-654-6735  
NJ Hopeline : New Jersey's 24/7 Peer Support & Suicide Prevention Hotline 
1-800-273-8255  
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline : Suicidepreventionlifeline.org  
888-865-8387 : NJ Veterans Benefits Hotline 
609-235-5959 : Crisis Intervention Hotline 
800-273-8255 Press 1 : Veterans Crisis Line 
855-838-8255 : Vets4Warriors  
866-838-7654 : NJ Vet2Vet 
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877-927-8387 : Vet Center Call Center 
866-202-HELP (4357)  (TTY 877-294-4356) : The NJ MentalHealthCares Helpline 

5.6 Addiction Awareness & Prevention  

Nationally, opioid overdoses have skyrocketed since the late 1990's, becoming the worst drug 
epidemic in modern American history. In 2017, there were over 47,000 opioid overdose deaths 
in the United States—more than from automobile accidents or firearm-related homicides. Many 
of those overdose deaths were from heroin and black-market fentanyl, which are surging in 
popularity.(a) 

 
Locally, Ocean County providers said other concerns include reducing the persistent stigma of 
addiction and ensuring patients have transportation to reach treatment or recovery programs. 
County officials will use their innovation grant to address those issues directly, according to 
DHS. Nearly 200 people died of drug-related issues in Ocean County last year, the third highest 
rate in any county, following Essex (389) and Camden (303), according to state figures.(b) 
 
State/County Resources : 
Dial 211 or 1-800-238-2333 
The Addictions Hotline of New Jersey 
844-732-2465  
ReachNJ is a 24-hour-a-day, 7 day-a-week addictions hotline 
1-844-276-2777 
The IME Addictions Access Center is provided by served by the  
Rutgers University Behavioral Health Care Institute 
Newjerseyop.com 
New Jersey Organizing Project  
Newjerseyrp.org 
New Jersey Resource Project 
 
(a)Source : https://www.livestories.com/statistics/new-jersey/ocean-county-opioids-deaths-mortality 
(b)Source: Tackling Opioid Addiction County by County in New Jersey, Lilo H. Stainton, February 5, 2020 

 
6 DIVERSITY // INCLUSION // EQUITY 

A1335/S1569 assed in the NJ Senate in June 2018, would ensure that lesbian, gay,              
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people and individuals with disabilities are included in            
instructional materials, which studies have shown is linked to greater student safety, lower rates              
of bullying, and reduced prejudice towards members and allies of these groups. This law would               
require that LGBT Americans, as well as Americans with disabilities, are included and             
recognized for their significant historic contributions to the economic, political, and social            
development of New Jersey and the United States. Specifically, this legislation would add LGBT              
people and individuals with disabilities to the existing list of underrepresented cultural and ethnic              
groups, which are covered by current law related to inclusion in textbooks and other              
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instructional materials in schools. This law would bring classroom materials into alignment with             
Core Curriculum Content Standards by ensuring that students receive diverse instruction in            
history and the social sciences, which will cultivate respect towards minority groups, allow             
students to appreciate differences, and acquire the skills and knowledge needed to function             
effectively with people of various backgrounds. 

Source : NJ Senate Assembly Bill A1335_FACT SHEET 
 
LGBTQ-Inclusive Pilot Program 
The pilot program is part of the LGBTQ-Inclusive Curriculum Bill, or S-1569.  
Signed into law on Jan. 31, 2019 by Governor Phil Murphy, S-1569 “requires boards of               
education to include instruction, and adopt instructional materials, that accurately portray           
political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay,            
bisexual, and transgender people.” 
 
January 12, 2020 : Pinelands Regional Junior High, 8th Grade Class, has been selected to be a                 
pilot school in the LGBTQ Inclusive Curriculum Pilot Program from January 2020 through June              
2020. 

Source : JerseyShoreonline.com, Pinelands Becomes Pilot School For LGBTQ Curriculum  
By Kimberly Bosco -January 28, 2020 

7 SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS // CIVIC PARTICIPATION 

7.1 School Information Dissemination 

The LBI Consolidated School District disseminates information to the public via three channels:             
a website (lbischools.org), a free mobile app (LBI Consolidated Schools) and the social-media             
platform Twitter (@LBIschools). The Twitter account is co-managed by Superintendent Kopack           
and Principal Birney. Through Blackboard, the company behind the app, the District can also              
communicate with parents, staff and emergency personnel via phone, email and text. The             
District advertises Board of Education meeting dates and various events in local and regional              
newspapers and also forwards these notes to local borough clerks.  

Unofficial channels that disseminate school information include the PTA website (lbipta.org), the            
PTA Facebook page (facebook.com/LongBeachIslandPTA), the private Facebook group LBI         
Questions & Recommendations and taxpayer associations in the District’s sending          
municipalities. 

The LBI weekly The SandPaper is currently the only print publication covering the District on a                
regular or semi-regular basis. LBI’s other print weekly, The Beach Haven Times, stopped             
covering Island news, including the schools, in 2018. Regional dailies (The Atlantic City Press,              
The Asbury Park Press) and online outlets (Patch.com) occasionally cover the District’s            
school-board elections or budget referendums. 
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7.2 Parent-Teacher Association 

The LBI Consolidated School District is fortunate to have a strong and involved Parent-Teacher              
Association (PTA), local PTA number 018967. As of the 2019-2020 school year, there were              
approximately 162 members of the district’s PTA that assist in strengthening the community our              
children live in by linking families to important school and community resources. The PTA              
serves to support the district on every level, and through the results of its fundraising activities,                
grants, and volunteerism, supplements the schools’ programs by providing cultural arts           
activities, extracurricular activities, and additional monetary support for the schools.  

7.3 Voter Turnout 

The district-wide voter turnout average for the 2016 presidential election was 73.5%. The             
national average was 55.7%. However, for the last referendum the average was 31.4%.  

In 2008, when the first version of this report was produced, the community voted on the budget                 
yearly. They had a “Get Out the Vote” program, a joint effort by the PTA, LBI Consolidated                 
School District’s Board of Education, and the LBI Education Association (LBIEA). This initiative             
was very effective in increasing voter turnout for the school’s budget elections. This program              
registered the district’s voters, advertised the dates for the elections, and provided absentee             
ballots for when the election occurred during a vacation period.  

A revival of this program, or the creation of a similar program may be helpful in disseminating                 
information to the public to encourage civic engagement. 

7.4 Local Politics 

Talks about consolidation have been ongoing for years, ever since the district's budget was              
rejected by voters in 2010. As a result of the defeated budget, the mayors of the towns within                  
the school district – Barnegat Light, Long Beach Township, Harvey Cedars, Surf City and Ship               
Bottom – voted to cut $410,000 from the district's budget. They also asked school officials to                
consider consolidating both elementary schools.  

Taxpayer & Homeowner Associations within the LBICSD municipalities share opinions on local            
referendums and proposed elections. These associations have a big impact on voters due to              
the nature of our tight-knit, year-round community and the small number of voting taxpayers.  

● Barnegat Light Taxpayers Association 
● Surf City Taxpayers Association 
● Loveladies Property Owners Association  
● Brant Beach Homeowners Association 
● Holgate Taxpayers Association 
● Joint Council of Taxpayers Association of LBI 
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The towns of Ship Bottom & Surf City are both home to schools within the district. The EJ                  
School sits between Surf City & Ship Bottom while the LBI School campus is entirely in Ship                 
Bottom. The boom in development after Superstorm Sandy has many taxpayers concerned with             
potential overdevelopment and how it will affect the towns topography and infrastructure. For             
this reason, Ship Bottom & Surf City taxpayers are particularly concerned over potential school              
sales and how it may affect the areas around each school site within their respective               
municipalities.  

2016 REFERENDUM  
The first part of the referendum asked voters if they wanted to spend $14.6 million to expand the                  
Ethel A. Jacobsen Elementary School in Surf City. The expansion would have included eight              
new classrooms, an art room, student services offices and a gymnasium. 

The second part of the referendum asked voters if they wanted to spend $3.8 million to fund                 
improvements to the Jacobsen building. The improvements would have included upgrading of            
the heating and air conditioning systems, replacement of aging ceilings, additional lighting and             
replacement of aging electrical panels. 
 
This would result in closing the Long Beach Island school in Ship Bottom and  
merging all students to one building and one campus. 
 
VOTING RESULTS 
Barnegat Light : YES 
Harvey Cedars : YES 
Surf City : NO 
Ship Bottom : NO 
Long Beach Township : NO 
 
2019 REFERENDUM 
Special election vote on Dec. 10, 2019, to approve or reject a Bond Referendum totaling               
$7,680,516 to be used exclusively to repair and renovate the LBI school in Ship Bottom.  
 
This would result in closing the Ethel A. Jacobsen school in Surf City and  
merging all students to one building and one campus. 
 
VOTING RESULTS 
Barnegat Light : NO 
Harvey Cedars : NO 
Surf City : NO 
Ship Bottom : NO 
Long Beach Township : NO 
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7.5 Regionalization 

In January 2018, Gov. Phil Murphy set aside $10 million for New Jersey communities to help                
promote shared services. About $2 million of that was earmarked to study K-12 consolidation,              
something that Sweeney has championed as part of his "Path to Progress program."(a) 
 
"The goal is to eliminate the administration, put a principal in the school, get rid of the school                  
district, leave a principal, let the regional high school become a K-12 district," Sweeney said.               
"You go from 600 districts to 320." – Steve Sweeney, NJ State Senate President(a) 
 
The EJ and LBI Schools are part of a consolidated district that flows into a regional middle and                  
high school district: Southern Regional School District. If the school districts were to be              
consolidated, here are the local K-6 and K-8 schools that would be merged/eliminated:(b) 

● Beach Haven Boro 
● Eagleswood Twp 
● Little Egg Harbor Twp 
● Long Beach Island 
● Stafford Twp 
● Tuckerton Boro 

There is the possibility that the Long Beach Island, Beach Haven and Stafford School District               
will become part of the Southern Regional School District. Southern would change from a 7-12               
grade district to a K-12 district. Meaning, the K-6 schools would share administrative services,              
curriculum planning, and other services as deemed most efficient.  

Regionalization would inevitably raise local school taxes within the five LBICSD municipalities.            
Our district would be combined with the higher taxed municipalities on the mainland.  
 
(a) Source: Patch.com, First Big Step In Plan To Eliminate About 300 NJ School Districts  
By Tom Davis, Patch Staff, Feb 13, 2020 
(b)Source: tapinto.net, Voters Overwhelmingly Defeat Tuesday's Long Beach Island District School Referendum By             
Pat Sharkey, Tapinto Stafford-lbi Dec. 11, 2019 

7.6 Homeschooling  

From 1999 to 2012 the number of children educated in their homes doubled, from 850,000 to                
1.8 million.(a) More families are searching for a customized education. Families decide to             
homeschool for a myriad of reasons including religious reasons, wanting a more customized             
education for their children, to strengthen family connections, to make a change from a negative               
school environment, etc. It is a huge commitment for the family; however, more and more               
families are deciding to go this route. With technology making us all so interconnected it also                
allows for modern homeschooling families to connect with one another and organize education             
trips and socialization.  
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7.7 Remote Education  

Remote education occurs when the instructor and learners are separated and do not meet in a 
traditional classroom. At the time of writing this report, we are in the midst of a global pandemic. 
Our school district has prepared students and staff to learn remotely using Google Classroom.  
 
(a) Source : National Center for Education Statistics, https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/nonpublic/statistics.html, 
2013-14 

 
APPENDIX 1 Ideas for the Strategic Planning Committee  
 

● The District would benefit from more consistent and more diverse public outreach. 

Improving the schools’ visibility to second-homeowners, seasonal residents, and 

business owners and taxpayers who don’t have children in the schools is critical. 

Incorporating print media and organizing informal meet & greets at public places around 

the Island on a regular basis — not just during election season — are two steps that 

might engage a wider range of stakeholders.  

Some ideas:  

1) Approach Curt Travers about a regular forum (op-ed column) in the SandPaper.  

It could be written by a pupil one week, a teacher the next, the principal, etc. Many LBI 

residents and visitors turn to The SandPaper for all local news. Imagine if there was a 

voice from the schools in the paper every week.  

2) Send a school representative to every borough council meeting in the five sending 

municipalities, and during public comment, have that rep give a brief statement about 

recent school activity (perhaps even highlighting a child/children from that town),  

3) Find ways to engage local businesses in school events and activities, and 

cross-promote those events on social media,  

4) Create an LBI Schools newsletter and approach local realtors about placing it in their 

offices and/or including it in mailings to prospective homeowners,  

5) Ask the governments in the five sending municipalities to include the LBI Schools 

newsletter with the annual water bill. 
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APPENDIX 2 State of the Community Report, Committee Members 
 
 
 
 
Kristin Power Surf City  : Committee Chair 

Jourdan Travers Surf City 

Robert Burnaford Harvey Cedars 

Johnny Dunlap Barnegat Light 

William Wright Long Beach Township  

Rachael Bosley Long Beach Township 

Alexander Meehan Long Beach Township 

Danielle Hagler Long Beach Township 
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